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XXXIV* An Acemmt of a Woman aem-^ 
dentoMy burnt to death ^7if Coventry. By 
B. Wilmer, Surgeon ^ at Coventry. In 
a Letter to> Mr. WiUiaoi SHarpe* 



S IR» 

•:€ddif^Mar.ao,rTr^HE following cafe, which ba^ 
*n4* J^ lately engaged th« attention of 

every one in this part of th« world, appears to me 
io very extraordinary, that I was determined to give 
you a minute account of its circumftances ; which 
will be the more agreeable to you, as you may de- 
pend upon the truth of every thing that I ihall relate 
to you, concerning it* 

MARY CLUES, of Gosford fttect, in this city, 
^g^d 52 years, was oi an indijfferent cbaradler, and 
much addidted to drinking. Since the death of her 
hufbandj which happened about a year and a half 
agoj her propenfity to this vice increafed to luch a 
degree, that, as I have been informed by icveral of 
her neighbours, Ihe has drank the quantity of four 
half pints of rum, undiluted with any other liquor, ia 
a day. This practice was fo familiar to her, that fcarcc 
a day has paffed this laft twelve-month, but (he 
has fwaliowed from half a pint to a quart of rum 
or amfeed-water^ Her health gradually declined 5 

and. 
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tnd^ from being a jolly, well-looking womair, {he 
grew thinner, her complexion altered, and her fkin be- 
eame dty. About the beginnning of February laft, 
fhe was attacked with the jaundice, and took to her 
bed. Though fl« wa. no4 fo hclplcfs, as hardly w 
be able to do any thing for herfelf, (he continued 
her old euAom of dram-drinking, and generally 
fmoaked a pipe every nigh.. No oSe toed ^ith he'r 
in the houfe. Her neighbours ufed, in the day, fre- 
quently to come in. to lee after her-, and in the 
night, commonly, though not always, a perfon fat 
up with her ; to whom fhe has often cried out, that 
ftie faw the devil in fomepart of the room, who was 
come to take her away. 

Her bed^ room was next the ftreet, on the ground- 
floor, the walls of which were plaiftered, and the 
floor made of bricks* The chimney is fmall, and 
there was a grate in it, which, from its fize, cowld 
contain but a very fimall quantity of fire. Her bed- 
llead ftpod parallel to, and at the diftance of about 
three feet frona, the chim ney. The bed's head was 
cloie to the walU Oa the other fide the bed, oppo- 
jfite the chimney,, was a window opening to the 
ftreet One curtain only belonged to the bed, which 
was hung oi> the fide next the window, to prevent 
ibe light b^ng troubte&me. She was accufton^ed 
to Jyfe upon Ij^pfidebi ciofe to the edge of the bed- 
fteadi i^xt the &e^ aind on Sunday morning, March 
the ij(|j tuimWed u^pon; the floor,, where herhelplds 
.#^l05?W^g:^ hef ttii^^i^^^^^ (omm time^ till Mary «oll- 
5f0jr^/her ©se^ iiv^^ighbpiirj came accidentally to fte 
h^rt4, Witfe fciifte dtHicuUy ib^f got her into beds 
llyi fiii3(i^jii%lH> thoi^h &m^ was adyiled to k^ His^ 

refufed 
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refufed to liave any one to fit up with her j and, at 
half paft eleven, one Brooks, vvho was an occ^- 
iional attendant, left her as well as ufual, locked up 
her door, and went home. He had placed two bits 
of coal quite backward upon the fire in the grate, 
and put a fmall rufh-light in a candleftick, which 
was fet in a chair, near the head of the bed 5 but 
not on the fide where the curtain was. At half after 
five the next morning, a fmoak was obferved to cotne 
out of the window in the ftreet ; and, upon break- 
ing open the door, (omQ fi^mes were perceived in 
the room, which, with five or fix: buckets of vi^ater, 
were eafily extinguished. Betwixt the bed and fire- 
place lay the remains of Mrs. clues. The legs 
and one thigh were untouched. Except thele parts, 
there were not the leaft remains of anyikini mufcles, 
or vifcera. The bones of the flcull, th>jfrax^ fpine, 
and'the upper extremities, were compleatly calcined, 
and covered with a whitifii efflorefcence. The {kull 
lay near the head of the bed, the legs toward the 
bottom, and the fpine in a curved diredion, fo that 
fhe appeared to have been burnt on her right fide, with 
her back next the grate. The vx^t: femur was fepa- 
rated from the acetabulum of the ijchium ; the left was 
alfo feparated, and broken ofl:' about three inches below 
the great trochanter. The connedion of t\\Qjacrum 
with the offa inmminata^ and the inferior vertebra of 
the loins were deftroyed. The intervening ligaments 
kept the 'vertebra of the loins, back, and neck to- 
gether^ and the flcull was ftill refting upon the atlas. 
When the flames were extinguiflied, it appeared that 
very little damage had been done to the furniture of 
the room ; and that the fide of the bed next the -fire 

had 
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had fufFered moft. The bedftead was fupeificialljr 
burnt J but the feather-bed, fheets^ blankets, &c. 
were not deftroyed. The curtain on the other fide 
the bed was untouched, and a deal door, near the 
bed, not in the leaft injured. I was in the room 
about two hours after the mifchief was difcovered. 
Iobferved> that the walls and everything in the room 
were coloured black: there was a very difagreeable 
vsiporj but I did not ©bferve, that any thing was 
much bumt^ except Mrs. glues j whofe remains I 
faw in the ftate I have juft defcribed. I took away one 
of the bones (the remains of th^facruni) which you 
have inclofed with this letter. The only way that I can 
account for it is, by fuppofing th^t the again tum- 
bled out of bed on Monday morning, and that her 
fhlft vras fet fire to, either by the candle from the 
Chair, or a coal falticig from the grate. That her folids 
and fluids were rendered imflammable, by the im* 
irt^nk quantity of fplritoious liquors ilie had drank 5 
and that when fhe was ftt fire to,{he was probably foon 
reduced to a{hes> far the room fufFered very little. 

iX'JS- B.WILMER. 
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